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PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Dear God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

We ask Your special blessing among 
the Members of this people’s House. 
They face difficult decisions in difficult 
times, with many forces and interests 
demanding their attention. 

In these days, give wisdom to all the 
Members that they might execute their 
responsibilities to the benefit of all 
Americans, especially those who work 
for less than a living wage and struggle 
to make ends meet, and those who 
would work but are unable to find sus-
tainable employment. 

Bless them, O God, and be with them 
and with us all this day and every day 
to come. 

May all that is done be for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ECONOMIC GROWTH IS NOT 
PRESIDENT’S PRIORITY 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on Friday the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics released the weakest 
jobs report in 3 years. In the month of 
December, the economy only added a 
dismal 74,000 jobs, less than half those 
expected to be created. Sadly, more 
people lost hope and gave up the search 
for a job, causing the workforce par-
ticipation rate to tumble to the lowest 
point in over three decades. 

The President’s policies are not 
working. For 5 years, while the Presi-
dent has focused on expanding the size 
of government, House Republicans 
have focused on job creation of the pri-
vate sector. 

We have passed dozens of bills that 
will create immediate jobs, reduce reg-
ulations to allow small businesses to 
begin hiring again, and reform our Tax 
Code so families will be able to keep 
more of their hard-earned paychecks. 

Big Government destroys jobs and 
causes more economic uncertainty for 
families. I hope the President and Sen-
ate change course and begin working 
with us so we can help put the Amer-
ican people back to work. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

TAXPAYERS SHOULD NOT FUND 
LIBERAL NEWS ORGANIZATIONS 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
since 2002 over $362 million in govern-
ment grants have gone to fund a liberal 
news organization by the name of 
Internews. 

The Business and Media Institute de-
scribes Internews as a liberal jour-
nalism nonprofit, and states that not 
only does it push a liberal agenda, but 
it also has helped create three other 
liberal organizations. 

Why are taxpayers’ dollars sub-
sidizing a liberal news outlet? This is a 
misuse of the public’s money. People 
need unbiased information so they can 
form their own opinions and make edu-
cated decisions. 

One of the greatest challenges that 
democratic America faces today is a bi-
ased media. It is inexcusable and irre-
sponsible for the Federal Government 
to give any of the American taxpayers’ 
dollars to a liberal media organization. 

f 

JOBS ARE THE BEST CURE FOR 
POVERTY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, last week we 
marked the 50th anniversary of the war 
on poverty. While the standard of liv-
ing of Americans has risen in the last 
50 years, the number of those who fall 
under the poverty line has remained 
largely constant. 

In war, good generals adjust when 
current tactics aren’t producing re-
sults. Yet we continue to wage war on 
poverty with the same tired, bureau-
cratic ideas. This strategy was out-
dated in 1964; it is antiquated today. 
The solution to poverty isn’t aid pro-
grams; it is jobs. 

Last week also marked one of the 
worst jobs reports in years. President 
Johnson said he wanted ‘‘to give our 
fellow citizens a fair chance to develop 
their own capacities.’’ My bill, the 
SKILLS Act, would streamline the 
Federal Government’s overlapping and 
outdated workforce development pro-
grams and help put Americans back to 
work. 

The SKILLS Act passed the House 
with bipartisan support. It is time for 
the Senate to take action on this vital 
legislation. 

PROTECTING THE HALLOWED 
GROUND AT GETTYSBURG 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, it was 
over 150 years ago, on a battlefield near 
a small town in Pennsylvania, that 
President Abraham Lincoln gave what 
many would argue was one of the most 
prolific and inspiring speeches in his-
tory. His Gettysburg Address may not 
have been long, but his words lifted a 
Nation and shone an everlasting light 
on the immense sacrifice and patriot-
ism displayed on that battlefield only a 
few months earlier. 

Lincoln’s words and, to a larger ex-
tent, the actions of the brave soldiers 
who fought at the Battle of Gettysburg 
must never be forgotten. Today the 
House will pass legislation to give the 
National Park Service the authority to 
incorporate the Gettysburg Train Sta-
tion into the Gettysburg National Mili-
tary Park. 

Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s national 
parks, including Gettysburg, are some 
of our greatest treasures. It is impera-
tive that we continue working to en-
sure that future generations of Ameri-
cans can visit the history, the scenery, 
the vistas, and the landmarks of our 
Nation’s national parks. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF BERNIE ANDERSON 

(Mr. AMODEI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. AMODEI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of retired Ne-
vada Assemblyman Bernie Anderson, 
who passed away Friday at the age of 
71. 

A graduate of Bishop Manogue High 
School and the University of Nevada in 
Reno, Bernie was a high school govern-
ment teacher in the Washoe County 
School District. Also, Bernie was a col-
league of mine for 14 years in the Ne-
vada Assembly, ruling the Assembly 
Judiciary Committee with an iron 
hand for many of those sessions. But 
behind that iron hand and that gruff 
surface was a gentleman who had a 
heart of gold and was basically a 
loveable teddy bear. 

When you talk about a life well-lived, 
Bernie checked all the boxes. His fam-
ily, his community, students, constitu-
ents, colleagues, and the State of Ne-
vada can all attest to the fact that Ber-
nie was a good man. I am privileged to 
have called Chairman Anderson my 
friend. Nevada is better off because of 
his service. 

I offer my sincere condolences to 
Bernie’s wife, Clyda; their children; his 
family and friends. 

Rest in peace, my friend. 
f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
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